


. An externship is a chance to use a "business classroom" to connect

education skills with what is happening in the workplace and to clarify for teachers the
vast number of options available to students. Teachers involved in an externship get the
chance to practice or observe current technology, view the myriad possibilities within a
career field, and learn what new skills, knowledge, and further education are necessary
for the careers in the academy in which they teach.

The intent of summer externships is to provide opportunities for

educators to participate for a one-week period in business and/or industry to form
connections between educational curriculum and business and industry skills needed
for a 21° century knowledge-based economy.
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Be introduced to modern workplace equipment and actual workplace
problems

Have the chance to work with employers to gain a better understanding of
the skills needed to be successful in the workforce

Learn ways to connect the classroom to the modern workplace

Help employers understand the importance of classroom instruction and
how that impacts the quality of their future workforce

Gain an understanding how academic fields relate to specific careers and
industries

Build alliances with local employers and gain a personal mentor currently
in the non-academic workforce.

An informed perspective of the workplace and community

A reflection of school as preparation for the workplace and civic life

A clearer understanding of the connection of the workplace to curriculum
Classroom instruction plans which augment the externship experience
A relationship between a business stakeholder and a public school
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1. Submit a journal account of daily activities to be turned in as a part of the Final
Report.

2. Submit lesson plans that reflect professional experience gained from the
externship.

3. Turn in a self-evaluation to the program coordinator for use in refining
externship.

Externs will receive a stipend of $800 for one-week of work experience after all
post-externship work (Final Report, lesson plans, self-evaluation and journal
account of daily activities) are received by Houston A+ Challenge.

Failure to comply with these requirements will result in nonpayment of stipend.
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Submit the application by email to amorua@houstonaplus.org (Houston A+ Challenge
coordinator) or by mail at 1415 Louisiana, Suite 3250 Houston, Texas 77002.
Applications will be reviewed and accepted no later than March 26, 2007.
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- Answer all of the following statements/questions and return with the
application form. Please type your responses in complete sentences. Applicants will in
part be selected on the depth, thoroughness and clarity of responses provided. Extern
sponsors will also review your application and will decide in concert with Houston A+ the
extern that best fits their needs.
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1. Describe the relevance of this externship to your current job assignment.

2. What are your expected outcomes of this externship?

3. How will this externship benefit your students and school community as it relates to
the Houston A+ imperatives: quality teaching & learning (professional development),
collaboration and increased personalization for students?

4. Do you have experience working with corporations or organizations outside of the
education system? If yes, please elaborate with examples of most recent work. If you
participated in the 2006 summer externships, please describe how the externship
impacted you and your instruction.

5. What skill sets do you possess would be most useful in your externship?
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6. In what leadership role(s) are you involved in your school community?

7. What is your instructional philosophy? What are the core values you have in your
classroom and as a member of your school community?

8. Please check the following categories relevant to your area(s) of instruction:
Industry Department
Architecture Accounting
Banking Biology/Chemistry
Consulting Computer Design

Computer
Construction Graphics
Energy Communications
Environment Engineering
Entertainment Geology
Human
Financial Services Resources
Information
Government Systems
Healthcare Lab Technician
Insurance Machinery
Internet Management
Journalism/Mass Media Marketing
Legal Operations
Manufacturing Public Relations
Non-Profit Trade/Vocational
Service
(Hotel/Restaurants/Retail)
Shipping/Port/
Sports
Technology
Other
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Note: Externs may not accept payment from any other source, including their externship employer, during
the course of the externship, or replace an employee of the business/industry where they are serving as
an extern.

I, the undersigned, agree to the terms of the exter  nship. | will provide the required documentation
upon completion of the externship, to the High Scho ol Coordinator and Houston A+ Challenge. |
understand that failure to turn in any or all of th e required documentation consisting of the Final

Report, the daily journal of activities, and lesson plans by Aug. 1, 2007, will mean forfeiture of
honorarium.

Name Date

The Administration of | \ Middle/High School agrees to the above requirements for the

above teacher serving in the Summer Externship Program and understands the terms and requirements
regarding receipt of the honorarium.

Name of Supervising Administrator Date
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